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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-51 are pending and have been examined. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: "claim 9". Examiner 
has interpreted claim 9 to be dependent from independent claim 1 . Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

» 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his Invention. 

4. Claims 25 and 45 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 25 recites the limitation "said plurality of processors". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 45 recites the limitation "said remote machine". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1*51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Zhang etal. (US Patent 6,966,000, hereinafter Zliang). 
Regarding claim 1, Zhang teaches 

a method of enabling a software option located on a remote machine 

(abstract), comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request to enable said software option (abstract); 
authorizing said enablement (abstract); 

delivering a first enabling signal to an intermediary (col. 5, lines 1-45); 
and 

delivering a second enabling signal to said machine in response to said 
first enabling signal (col. 5, lines 45-67). 
Regarding claim 24, Zhang teaches 

a method of enabling a software option located on a remote machine 
(abstract), comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request to enable said software option (abstract); 
authorizing said request (abstract); 

delivering an enabling signal to said remote machine (col. 5, lines 1-45); 
distributing at least a portion of said enabling signal to a plurality of 
controllers located on said remote machine (col- 5, lines 45-67). 
Regarding claim 27, Zhang teaches 
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a method of enabling a software option located on a replacement 
processor of a remote machine (abstract), comprising the steps of: 
identifying a failed processor associated with said replacement processor 
(col. 6, lines 7-40); 

receiving a request to enable said software option (abstract); 

authorizing said request in response to said identified failed processor 
(abstract); and 

delivering an enabling signal to said replacement processor in response 
to said authorization (col. 5, lines 1-45). 
Regarding claim 30, Zhang teaches 

a method of providing an entitlement for an enabled software option 
located on a remote machine (abstract), comprising the steps of: 
receiving a request to disable said software option (col. 6, lines 7-40); 
disabling said software option (col. 6, lines 7-40); 
receiving a disabled characteristic associated with said software option 
(col. 6, lines 7-40); 

establishing an entitlement in response to said disabled characteristic 
(col. 7, lines 1-47). 
Regarding claim 39, Zhang teaches 

a method of enabling a software option located on a remote machine 
(abstract), comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request to enable said software option (abstract); 
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enabling said software option during a trial period (col. 7, lines 20-47); 
notifying a user with respect to an expiration of said trial period (col. 7, 
lines 20-47); 

receiving a request to enable said software option in response to said 
notification; authorizing said request (col. 7, lines 20-47); 
delivering an enabling signal to said remote machine (col. 7, lines 20- 
47). 

Regarding claim 43, Zhang teaches 

a method of disabling a software option located on a remote machine 
(abstract), comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request to disable said software option (col. 6, lines 7-40); 
disabling said software option (col. 6, lines 7-40); and 
receiving a disabled characteristic associated with said software option 
(col. 7, lines 1-47). 
Regarding 'claim 44, Zhang teaches 

a method of enabling a software option located on a remote customer 
machine (abstract), comprising the steps of: 
receiving a request by a manufacturer from a dealer to enable said 
software option (col. 7, lines 20-47); 

authorizing said request in response to a dealer characteristic and a 
machine characteristic (col. 7, lines 20-47); and 
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delivering an enabling signal to said remote machine (col. 7, lines 20- 
47). 

Regarding claim 49, Zhang teaches 

a method of enabling a software option located on a remote machine 
(abstract), comprising the steps of: 

establishing a machine specific configuration (col. 4, lines 23-57); 
generating a request to enable said software option in response to said 
machine specific configuration (col. 4, lines 23-57, col. 5, lines 45-67), 
said request being authorized at a remote location (col. 7, lines 20-47); 
receiving an enabling signal at said machine in response to said 
authorization (col. 7, lines 20-47). 
Regarding claim 50, Zhang teaches 

a method of enabling a software option located on a first machine 
(abstract), comprising the steps of: 

establishing a need for said software option on said first machine (col. 7, 
lines 20-47); 

delivering a request for said software option to a second machine (col. 7, 
lines 20-47); 

disabling said software option on said second machine in response to 
said request (col. 6, lines 7-40); 

generating an enabling signal in response to said disablement (col. 4, 
lines 23-57, col. 5, lines 45-67); and 
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enabling said software option on said first machine in response to said 
enabling signal (col. 7, lines 20-47). 
Regarding claim 51, Zhang teaches 

a system configured to enabling a software option located on a remote 
machine (abstract), comprising; 

a controller located on said remote machine (col. 3, lines 40-67), 
said controller being configured to generate a request to enable said 
software option (col. 3, lines 40-67); 

a remote facility configured to receive said request, authorize said 

request (col. 7, lines 20-47)and 

generate a first enabling signal (col. 5, lines 1-45); and 

an intermediary configured to receive said first enabling signal, 

authenticate said signal, and responsively deliver a second enabling 

signal to said machine in response to said first enabling .signal (col. 5, 

lines 1-45). 

Regarding claim 2, Zhang teaches wherein said intermediary authenticates said 
enabling signal (col. 5, lines 1-45). 

Regarding claim 3, Zhang teaches wherein the step of delivering said second 
signal further comprises the step of delivering said second signal in response to said 
authenticating said first enabling signal (col. 6, lines 7-40). 
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Regarding claim 4, Zhang teaches establishing a machine specific 
configuration; and generating said software option request in response to said machine 
specific configuration (col. 6, lines 7-40). 

Regarding claim 5, Zhang teaches delivering said second enabling signal to a 
controller located on said machine (col. 5, lines 45-67). 

Regarding claim 6, Zhang teaches wherein said request is generated by a 
software program needing said software option (abstract). 

Regarding claim 7, Zhang teaches wherein the step of delivering said second 
signal further comprises the step of delivering said second signal to a plurality of 
controllers located on said remote machine (col. 5, lines 45-67). 

Regarding claim 8, Zhang teaches initiating a billing process in response to said 
authorization (col. 8, lines 1-23). 

Regarding claim 9, Zhang teaches determining if one of an entitlement and a 
credit is available in response to said billing process initiation (col. 8, lines 1-23). 

Regarding claim 10, Zhang teaches authorizing said enablement in response to 
an entitlement associated with said software option (col. 8, lines 1-23). 

Regarding claim 11, Zhang teaches wherein said intermediary is a gateway 
network (col. 5, lines 1-45). 

Regarding claim 12, Zhang teaches generating said request in response to a 
controller failing (col. 6, lines 7-40). 

Regarding claim 13, Zhang teaches wherein said request includes a failed 
controller characteristic and a replacement controller characteristic (col. 6, lines 7-40). 
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Regarding claim 14, Zhang teaches wherein the step of authorizing said 
enablement further includes the step of authorizing said enablement for a time period 
(col. 5, lines 45-67). 

Regarding claim 15, Zhang teaches wherein the step of receiving said request 
further comprises the step of receiving said request from a dealer associated with said 
machine {col. 5, lines 45-67). 

Regarding claim 16, Zhang teaches wherein the step of authorizing said 
enablement further includes the step of authorizing said enablement by a manufacturer 
associated with said machine (col. 6, lines 7-40). 

Regarding claim 17, Zhang teaches generating a request to enable said 
software option by a first machine (col. 6, lines 7-40). 

Regarding claim 18, Zhang teaches disabling said software option on a second 
machine in response to said enablement authorization (col. 8, lines 1-41). 

Regarding claim 19, Zhang teaches wherein the step of delivering said first 
enabling signal further comprises the step of delivering said first enabling signal in 
response to said disabling of said software option (col. 8, lines 1-41). 

Regarding claim 20, Zhang teaches scheduling a delivery of said first enabling 
signal (col. 7, lines 20-67). 

Regarding claim 21, Zhang teaches wherein the step of scheduling said delivery 
further comprises the step of scheduling said delivery in response to a priority of said 
request (col. 8, lines 1-24). 
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Regarding claim 22, Zhang teaches wherein the step of scheduling said delivery 
further comprises the step of scheduling said delivery in response to a priority of said 
request and a priority associated with a current use of said software option (col. 8, lines 
1-41). 

Regarding claim 23, Zhang teaches delivering a notification to said first 
machine, said notification including an indication of when said request may be fulfilled 
(col. 5, lines 45-67). 

Regarding claim 25, Zhang teaches wherein said software option is associated 
with said plurality of processors (col. 4, lines 1-35). 

Regarding claim 26, Zhang teaches wherein the step of delivering an enabling 
signal to said remote machine further comprises the step of delivering said enabling 
signal to a primary processor, and further wherein said primary processor delivers a 
second enabling signal to said at least one other processor (col. 7, lines 20-47). 

Regarding claim 28, Zhang teaches wherein said request includes at least one 
of a failed controller identifier and a replacement controller identifier (col. 6, lines* 7-40). 

Regarding claim 29, Zhang teaches wherein the step of authorizing said request 
includes the steps of: authenticating said failed controller identifier and said replacement 
controller identifier, and confirming the requested software option was enabled on said 
failed controller (col. 5, lines 1-45, col. 6, lines 7-40). 

Regarding claim 31, Zhang teaches wherein said entitlement is associated with 
said disabled software option (coL 8, lines 1-45). 
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Regarding claim 32, Zhang teaches authenticating said disabled characteristic 
(col. 6, lines 40-67). 

Regarding claim 33, Zhang teaches wherein the step of establishing an 
entitlement further comprises the step of establishing said entitlement in response to 
said authentication (col. 6, lines 40-67). 

Regarding claim 34, Zhang teaches receiving a request to enable a software 
option on a second machine; and authorizing said request in response to said 
entitlement (col. 6, lines 40-67). 

Regarding claim 35, Zhang teaches authenticating said request in response to a 
controller characteristic and a software option status; and generating a disable signal in 
response to said authentication (col. 6, lines 40-67). 

Regarding claim 36, Zhang teaches wherein the step of disabling said software 
option further comprises the step of disabling said software option in response to said 
disable signal and a machine status (col. 6, lines 40-67), 

Regarding claim 37, Zhang teaches wherein said machine status includes one 
of power up and power down (col. 6, lines 40-67). 

Regarding claim 38, Zhang teaches wherein said machine status includes an 
implement status (col. 7, lines 27-67). 

Regarding claim 40, Zhang teaches generating a disable signal in response to 
said trial period expiration (col. 7, lines 20-47). 

Regarding claim 41, Zhang teaches disabling said software option in response 
to said disable signal and a machine status (col. 6, lines 40-67). 
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Regarding claim 42, Zhang teaches wherein said machine status includes one 
of power up and off (col. 6, lines 40-67). 

Regarding claim 45, Zhang teaches wherein the step of delivering an enabling 
signal to said remote machine further comprises the steps of: delivering an enabling 
signal to said dealer in response to said authorization; and delivering said enabling 
signal to said remote machine in response to said dealer receipt (col. 7, lines 20-47). 

Regarding claim 46, Zhang teaches wherein said dealer characteristic includes 
at least one of a service tool identifier, a service representative identifier, a dealer 
identifier, and a cross reference identifier of said dealer and said customer (col. 7, lines 
20-47). 

Regarding claim 47, Zhang teaches wherein said machine characteristic 
includes at least one of a software option identifier, a processor identifier, and a 
configuration identifier (col. 7, lines 28-67). 

Regarding claim 48, Zhang teaches wherein said step of authorization further 
includes the step of authorizing said request in response to a machine characteristic, a 
dealer characteristic, and a user characteristic (col. 7, lines 20-47). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Savitzky (US Patent 6,260,076) teaches a method for 
communicating with a plurality of remote machines, of a plurality of machine types, 
using a computer system having a memory, includes the steps of constructing within the 
memory a first plurality of software objects, the first plurality of software objects 
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describing services for one of the plurality of remote machines, establishing 
communications with the one remote machine, and invoking operations on the one 
remote machine in response to requests described by services of the first plurality of 
software objects. Zhang (US Patent 6,829,704) teaches a method to enable software 
options is disclosed that includes receiving an electronic request for activation of an 
inactive option in memory of a device located remotely from a centralized facility. The 
method further determines whether to activate the inactive option in response to the 
electronic request based on whether a set of criteria has been satisfied. The criteria is 
defined at the centralized facility and can include a number of parameters, including a 
user identifier, a system identifier, a host identifier, an option identifier, modality, and a 
period-of-use identifier. If the set of criteria is unsatisfied, use of the inactive option is 
denied. If the set of criteria is satisfied, the method generates an activation key 
configured to permit use of the inactive option upon installation of the key in the device, 
and further sends the activation key from the centralized facility to the device, wherein 
the activation key is automatically installed upon initialization of the device. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David G. Cervetti whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5861. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tuesday and Thursday- 
Friday, 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser Moazzami can be reached on (571)272-4195. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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